v NVEOIV &=

=
=
I
b
=
C
=
4
Ll
m
£+
m
"
=
m
m
I

e
B
o

- 1lsnonv

¥43g01D0

120¢

TO MEPIOAIKO THX AEGEAN & THX OLYMPIC AIR
AEGEAN & OLYMPIC AIR INFLIGHT MAGAZINE
TO NMPOZAOMIKO AL TEYXOX - YOUR FREE COPY TO TAKE HOME

COVID-19
AIRLINE RATING

* &k K

SKYTRAX

-




H naykoopiou ¢rung napaiia Naudyio
/ The world-renowned Navagio Beach

ZAKYNOOZ:
TO NHx=I TQN
NMNOIHTQN

To navépopeyo vnai Tou loviou,

ME TN pakpaiwvn HOUCIKN

Kkal NOAITIoTIKA KAnpovopid,

d1aBérer pia and TG Mo eVIUNWOIaKEG
aktoypappég otnv EANGSa, unépoxn
evdoxwpa, yeudrn apnélia kai eN€g,
Kal evOIapEPOUTA YOOTPOVOpId.

ZAKYNTHOS:
THE ISLE
OF POETS

Along with a centuries-old musical

and cultural heritage, this beautiful lonian
island boasts one of Greece's most
impressive coastlines, a fertile hinterland
lush with vineyards and olive groves,

and an intriguing culinary tradition.

ATO TON ®OTH BAANATO,
POTOrPAGIEY: AIONYXHX KOYPHX
/ BY FOTIS VALLATOS,

PHOTOS: DIONYSIS KOURIS
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guide e Zakynthos

Mepuiynon oty w6An ™G ZoxkvvOov

Kopfwod onpeio n peyddn mhoteio Zolopov, (e 10 GyoApo tov
€0vikod mom Atovdcslov Zormpov, v ekkAncio tov Ayiov
Nikordov T0v MdAOV, TO LOVUSIKO BEVETGLAVIKO KTIGHO TOV
cwOnke omd Tov oelopd tov 1953, ko T0 Moveegio Zakvvioo,
70 0moio Stobétel puo omovdaios GLALOYTN pe PulovTivég elkOVeS.
Atyo pétpo o Tavo, ) Thateio tov Ayiov Mdpkov pe 1o Moveegio
Yoropot kot Empavav Zokovliov, Tov euhoevel tpocmmikd
OVTIKEIHEVE HEYAAW®V TPOCMTIKOTNHTMOV TOV KUTAYOVTAL od TO
vnot, oAAG Kot Emumha emoyng amd CokuvOva apyovTikd, Kooun-
pata, ykpofovpeg kot potoypapics. [epthapfaver peta&d dAiwov
10 MawcmAgio, 0T0V PLAGGGOVTOL T 06TA TOL ALOVLGIOV ZOAM-
HOV, KOODS KOt TOm Ut KoL XEPOYPapA Tov. AKpBdg dimho arnd
70 LOLVGELo, 0 Ayrog Mdapkog, n povadikr kaboAikn ekkAncio ot
ZaxvvOo. Adreg dVo exkAncieg Exovy moAd evilapépov: n Kupia
TOV Ayyéhov, e EOTEPIKN TPOGOYT IGTOVIKOD pLOpoD dtako-
GUNUEVN HE VITEPOYOL TETPIVOL VALY VPO Kot LOVASIKO EVAGYALTTTO
TEUTAO, KoL 0 VOOS TOL Ayiov AlovoGiov, TpoGTdaTn TOL VNGOV,
£vaL 0o T0L TEGGEPO KTIPLOL TOL OEV KATEPPEVLGAY GTOV GEIGUO TOV
1953. Avnpopilovtog cuvavtdpe tn cuvoikio MmoyaAn, To ynio-
Tepo onpeio g oG, pe to Evetiko Kaotpo kot mavopopukn
0éa otnv oA Ko oo [ovio [Télayoc.

O kodtepog Kapéc e ToANg oto Black Bean (Tafovidpn
54), pe specialty emhoyég amd TO YLOVVIOTIKO micro-roastery
Kofi. T motd 6710 34 (O1Artd 34), TO LTOEUIKO KAPE-UTOP LE TV
pop industrial axcOntikn. @etiviy dei&n to cocktail bar Ademan
Gastrobar (Popov 5, TnA. 26950-48.151).

T paynto Egywpilet To Mpooiho (Ayiov [Taviov 15, .
26950-22.040) tov copehé Nopyov Kapmiton kot g oep Kpv-
otoAriog Kapayedpyov. Mia ovAn YOAAKNG PLVETGOG, KAAOKOLP-
Sopévo o€pPic kat fine eAAnvikn kovliva pe fusion avagpopéc.
Kolodoviepéva mdta vynANG SNILLOVPYIKG KoL YEVGTIKNG £VTaL-
ong, 0nmg to. dumplings pe KOLVEAL GTIQASO KO 10l TOAVETL-
medN NUITaoTN cPLPIda e cappavatn eapa, aipdpa, Kpitopo
tepmovpa kot Lopd okopdoard. H mo evnuepopévn Aloto tov
N0V, pe 250 etikéteg amd Tov EAANVIKO Kot Tov debvn apme-
AOV, KOOMOG Kot ETCKEWYILO KEAGPL.

TN Tapadociokd mdta ota otvopayelpeio Zradpog (Piirtd
42, . 26950-24.040), Kavrovvt (Aoyobetdv 15, tnA. 26950-
42.550) kot Maiavog (Ayiov ABavaciov 27, nA. 26950-45.936).

2116 TOpLEEG TG TOANG, 6T0 AKpOTpl, N1 Maacia (TnA.
26950-25.554) éxer v mo poyeutikn Pepavia 6To vnoi, TEPIGTOL-
yopévn and Aefavreg kot eMEG kat pe anpookomt Béa 6o Iovio.
A&gVKEC, peTpd KapEKAEG Kopeveiov kat kitpva EVAva Tpamélio
divouy évav ol elegant tovo. Anpovpyikn EAAnvikn kovlivo pe
KoAEG ekTeAETELC Ko kaBapn) vootyd. ExAektikn Moto Kpooiodv,
empeAnpuévn oo tov Anuntpn Kovpovn tov abnvaikov wine bar
Heteroclito.

Yyniéc yaotpovopkég emddoelc oto eotiatoplo Lentika
tov Contessina Suites (tnA. 26950-22.700) cto Toulpi, pe mv
empéreto, Tov Kopupaiov ep Xpiotdeopov Iéokia. 'Eva casual
fine dining menu eunveLGUEVO GO TAPASOGIUKEG GUVTAYES TNG
ZaxvvOov kot tov Extavicov, 6mwog n tactiteddo (cannelloni
pe Kokopa, Kpépa omd CokvvOvi Aadoypafiépa Ko mix pmoyopt-
K®OV) Ko T0 Hooyapiclo eAéTo pe jus and {okuvOvn otapida kot
novpé peltlavag. Xto Apydot, To To KOVIIVO TOVPLETIKO OEPETPO
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Around Zakynthos Town

Solomos Square is an important hub and a good place to start our tour.
There you'll find a statue of the national poet Dionysios Solomos; the
Church of Agios Nikolaos Molos, the only Venetian building to survive the
massive earthquake of 1953; and the Zakynthos Museum, which has an
excellent collection of Byzantine icons. A short walk away, the Museum of
Dionysios Solomos and Eminent People of Zakynthos on Agios Markos
Square does what the name suggests, displaying items relating to the
lives and work of great locals, as well as period furniture from Zakynthian
mansions and jewellery, engravings and photographs. A mausoleum there
contains Solomos’ remains, and there’s a collection of poems and manu-
scripts, too. Next to the museum is Saint Mark’s, the island’s only Catholic
church. Other interesting churches include Our Lady of the Angels, with
its exotic, richly decorated Spanish-style facade and a wonderful iconos-
tasis, and the church dedicated to Agios Dionysios, the island’s patron
saint, one of only four buildings in town that didn’t fall down in 1953.Keep
walking uphill to reach the neighbourhood of Bochali, the highest point in
town, where the Venetian Castle affords panoramic views of the island’s
capital and the lonian Sea.

Arguably the best coffee in town is served at Black Bean (54 Tav-
oulari) and includes specialty selections from the loannina-based
micro-roastery Kofi. For drinks, 34 (34 Filita) is a boho café-bar with a
pop-industrial aesthetic, and Ademan Gastrobar (5 Psaron, tel. 26950-
48.151) is a new arrival serving cool cocktails.

When it comes to food, Presilio (15 Agion Panton, tel. 26950-22.040)
deserves attention. Run by sommelier Yorgos Kambitsis and chef Krys-
tallia Karageorgiou, it serves a fine-dining version of Greek-fusion cui-
sine in an elegant garden. The well-executed, creative and flavoursome
dishesinclude such items as the rabbit stew dumplings and an intricately
prepared semi-cured grouper with a saffron-seasoned fava paste, rock
samphire tempura and roasted garlic broth. It also has the most com-

Movadikn euneipia n napakoAoudnaon Taiviag oto BePIVO oIveud
«Xpnotog Néykag» otnv nOANn Tng ZakuvOou, éva and Ta eAaxioTa

napaAiakd Bepiva otn xwpa. / There is nothing like watching a film at
the Christos Negas open-air cinema in Zakynthos Town, one of only a
handful of outdoor seaside cinemas in Greece. 'g

LT



H ATNQXTH FKAAEPI

Xto ktipto Tou Mopeawtikol Kévipou Adyou Evopiag Bavdtou oteydletain
AAnBdg, pia pukpr ykadepi anévavt and tov Naé Mavayotlag, mou ¢iho-
Eevel ekBéoeig pe Tonkolg kalitéyveg, dnwg o yAintng Xpriotog Mndplog
kat n {wypdpog Mapia Poucéa. O xdpog Aettoupyei uné tnv emipédeia tou
Spaoctrpilou npwtonpecPuitepou Mavayidtn Kanodictpia (o onoiog eivar kat
nontg, SoKIUIoyPAPpog) kat tou yiou tou lwavvn-Mopeipiou. Kawvotopia
anote)ei Kat 1o yeyovog Ot otov vad Siopyavavoval cuvaulieg KAacIkig
Kal EKKANGLAGTIKAG HOUGIKHG, aA\d kat eTuctnpovikég Staké€elg.

in Alithos Gallery in the village of Vanato

ALITTLE-KNOWN GALLERY

In Vanato, Alithos is a small gallery across from Panagoula Church that hosts
exhibitions of work by local artists such as sculptor Christos Barlos and
painter Maria Roussea. The venue is run by poet, essayist and local priest
Panagiotis Kapodistrias and his son loannis-Porfyriou. One of the many
great things he does is to make the church available for academic lectures
and concerts featuring classical and religious music.

i ,a“ I||u| '

I'||'I11 r

blue magazine - 219



guide e Zakynthos

b : !
To eomiatépio Dominicale / The restaurant Dominicale I' H0, ecTiaTopIolopTokaR
W/ Atthe restaurantPortokalis
T =
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otV TOAN, Eexmpilovv dVo yaotpovopkd onpeio: To opTokdir
(. 26950-457.30) g EAévng Tovprdxm, po. peydn, oAdvoiom)
QAN LE TKPOSAPVEG, POIVIKEG KO YAAOTPES e AovAovdia. Ata-
KOGLNGT POLLOVTIKT LLE KOAATEXVIKT OTHLOGOOLPO KOL PLVETCATEG
Aemtopuépeteg og kGO yovid. H kovliva aktivofolel po mpocey-
HéEVN Ko EUTELPT) DOVAELY e EMANVIKES Kot H1EOVEIG avapopéc o€
éva pikpd, oupmayég pevov, eva duvatd onpeio amotehel Kot To
cocktail bar. Aiyo mio kdtw, To Dominicale (thA. 26950-42.817)
G¢€ £va VTEPOYO oNueio Thve ot Bdlaooa, KAT® amd Tov 16T0-
pko [THpyo tov Aopeveyiv kot To TopaboAdco10 EKKANGHKL TOV
Ayiov ®€050610v. MevoD dNUIOVPYIKNG Wopopayiog e EKAEKTIKT|
TPOTN VAN Kot TLITo OTeg 1 Teckavopitoa TuAypévn o€ bacon
a6 Komviotd TOvo pe pridto MOGTHG VIORATOS, VO VEN TTPoGOnKn
glva ta komviotd dry aged yapio.

Y1 xep6ovnco Tov Baoukoy

Mia TavEPOpEN TEPLOYN OTT VOTIOUVATOAKT TAEVPH TOV VNGLOV),
He opaieg Toparies, TEVKOVES, EAAMVES Kt apmeAdveg. Odm-
YOVTIOG GTNV OVOTOALKT] TAEVPA TNG YEPSOVIIGOV, CUVOVTAUUE
apywd v maporio IMopTo Zépo, pe to evIvTOoUKd Bpdyio
ot Bdracoa va oynuotifouv po puotkn meiva, eved ot de&ld
TAEVPA TNG TAPAALNG VTLAPYEL ApYIAOG Yio apythoBepaneio. TToAH
a&16Aoyo atov kevpikd dpopo to cocktail bar Sit And Share.
Axorovbein Ttaporic Mavava, oo Tig LeYoOADTEPES TOL VIGLOV,
kot votepa n MAdka, pukpn mopodio pe opptovdid kot pnyd vepa,
wovikn yuo toudud. Emopevn ot oepd o Ayrog Nikéraog, pe to
OULMVVUO EKKANGEKL, OTTOV AelTovpyel Kot KOTaduTikd KEVTPO (St.
Nicholas Beach Watersports, 6937-107.652). Xvveyilovpe yio v
napodio IIépto PoOpa, po pikpn Aopida dupov, 6tov Bpicketon
7o Nikos Beach Bar Restaurant (tnA. 6975-777.544), moAd mept-
momuévn ToPépva pe Bepdvta o avaco omd To vepo. APOTAL-

To Mouoceio XéAun ®@uaoiknig lotopiag otnv Ayia Mapiva diafétel pia
onoudaia cul\oyn andé noulid, ydpia, 60TPAKa, GUTA, OPUKTA Kal
neTpWPaATa and Tn ucon Tng Zakuvlou aAAd kai and 6Ao Tov nAaviTn,

€V NapaTifevTal NoAU evBIapEPOUTEG NANPOPOPIEG yia To {akuveivo
olkoouoTnpa. / The Helmis Museum of Natural History in Agia Marina has
a great collection of birds, fish, seashells, plants, minerals and rocks from
the area and elsewhere, as well as information on Zakynthos’ ecosystems.

a
Artist

Dionysis Tsoukalas

O KAAAITEXNHZ

O Awoviong Tooukaldg eival nAektpoldyog olkoSoumy Kat mpLy
and 15 xpévia dpyoe va padedet pétalla kat kuping e§aptipa-
ta ané cuvepyeia, c1dnpoupyeia, onwg viendita and pnxavés,
prouptd and céuneg, nalhid epyaleia, kddoug muvinpiou, kat va
Snpoupyei yluntd kat aydpata epnveucpéva and tnv navida tou
vnotoU. Exet to epyactripio kat éva unaiipio pouceio ndve and
tov Ayto Nikéao (tn). 6977-862.594).

THE ARTIST

Fifteen years ago, electrician Dionysis Tsoukalas began collecting
scrap metal and spare parts, including motorcycle gas tanks, stove
pipes, old tools, washing machine drums and similar materials that
he uses to create sculptures and statues inspired by the island’s
people, animals and plants. His workshop and open-air museum

are just above Agios Nikolaos (tel. 6977-862.594).

prehensive wine list on the island, with 250 Greek and foreign labels on
display in a space that is open to diners.

If you're going traditional, try the tavernas Stathmos (42 Filita, tel.
26950-24.040), Kantouni (15 Logotheton, tel. 26950-42.550) or Malanos
(27 Agios Athanasiou, tel. 26950-45.936).

Just outside of town, Bassia (tel. 26950-25.554) in Akrotiri has what
may be the loveliest veranda on Zakynthos, nestled among lavender
bushes and olive trees, with amazing sea views. White retro taverna
chairs and yellow wooden tables give it a bright yet elegant feel, while
the creative Greek dishes are well executed and tasty. The eclectic wine
list is designed by Dimitris Koumanis from the Athenian wine bar wine
bar Heteroclito. Under the stewardship of award-winning chef Christo-
foros Peskias, stellar work is being done at Lentika, the restaurant of
Contessina Suites (tel. 26950-22.700) in Tsilivi. The casual fine dining
menu is inspired by traditional Zakynthian and lonian recipes, such as
the rooster-stuffed cannelloni with a cream of local graviera cheese and
a mix of spices, or the veal fillet with a jus of Zakynthian currants and an
aubergine purée.

Two restaurants stand out in Argassi, the closest tourist resort to
town. Portokali (tel. 26950-457.30), with its big courtyard filled with flow-
ers, palm trees and colourful potted plants, is a romantic and atmospheric
spot full of elegant details, run by Eleni Tourkaki. Such artful touches
are also evident in its radiant food - from a menu of Greek and interna-
tional dishes - while the cocktail bar is a highlight, too. Dominicale (tel.
26950-42.817) boasts an enchanting seaside location beneath the historic
Domenigini Tower and the Chapel of Agios Theodosios. The creative sea-
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OYIAIKO BAC0G PUOIKWV
MWV oTnv napalia Mépakag
deposits at Gerakas Beach

H ! M o T I\#

H.nq}aa)\l'a ‘Oacn aTto akpwThp! Kepi
’ -l. [/ Oasis Beach at Cape Keri

To €EwTIKO akaroiknTo vnadki MapaBovnal
The exotic uninhabited islet of Marathonisi
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oTIKN Lho&evia omd ) dewvn payeipioca kopia Iévvo. Zmitikn
HOYEPIKT, KAAES DAES, PaynTd and Tov ELAOPOVPVO (KATGIKL e
deviporifavo, Taotitolo K.Am.). AkolovBel ) mepionun mapaiio
tov I'épaxa. Anotedel onpeio peydAng olkoAoyiKng onpaciog,
apov 1 Bordooia yeddva Caretta caretta v €xet emAéEet yio v
wotokia tg. v gicodo g Tapariog Asttovpyetl to Kévrpo
Evnuépoong tov EOvikov Oaidccrov [Tapkov Zakdvlov, evod
ot 0e&1d TAevpd Ppioketan Eva arnd ta mo mapdéeva aglobéata
TOV VNGLOV: £V0L 0PYIMKO 6ACOG PUGIKADV GYNLOTIGUDV, GOV L0
pwviatovpa g Kanradokiog dimha otn Odlacoa.

211 UTIKH TAEVPE TOL AKPOTNPio, pe BEa To vnoi [Tedovlo
Ko emiong onpeio motokiog g Caretta caretta, Bpickeronn mopo-
Mo Adgvn. Zmnv apiotepn g mhevpd ailel po otéion otov Ato-
VU0, Lo KOAPaL e GOVPENMOTIKY] SIOKOGUNON KO ETEPOKATTAL
second hand émumha. Poyn Tov xdpov 0 KOHpLog Atoviong, 0 0oiog
00 oag oepPipet yoprétikn coAidta kot ynt peattiova, oAld Kot
YapLoL KoTd opayyeio.

Xto akpotipro Kepi

210 vOTI0dVTIKO onpelo Tov vnolol Ppicketat €vo omd ta o
eviunootokd tonio otnv EALGS0, TpocPAcilo omoKAEIGTIKA e
GKAPOG o To Apavaxt g Adpvng Kepilov (amgvbuvbeite oto Big
Blue Motorboats, TnA. 6944-751.040). Kataxdpogot Bpdyot, Aeleg
TAAKES, Ppayovnoides, omnAég, Pabid vepd Kot LIKPEG KPLPES
nmaparies. Me okaQog eniong omd t Aipvn eivor mposPaoipo kot
10 €Tk, axartoiknto viicakt Mapa@ovijor. X pio tov TAevpd
£xeLomnpeia e EVILTOGIOKEG GINAES, VO 1 factkh TapoAio eivor
L0 LEYOAT YADGGO OULIOVOLIG He ENTADGTPES KOt 000 TADTEG
Kovtiveg. MoAg 800 AL €€ amnd T Alpvn, pe 0dikn TpocPacn,
Bpioketor 1 Mapabrd, Tavépopen Khaoctkn mapaiio tov loviov
pe Botoordkt Ko BAAoTNON TOL PTAVEL UEXPL TO VEPS. ALilet va
avefeite Kot 6Tov kevipikd opevo okiopd tov Keprod. I'a kopé
o710 Kapeveio Tov Nitln, pe dekddeg avticeipeva amd Tig dexaetieg
Tov *70 ko tov *80 va mAnppvpilovv Tov xdpo. Ao ekel 0dnynote
péxpt tov dapo Kepiov yo éva amd ta o pudikd nAopociié-
LLOTOL GTO VNG, EVM, 0V TAPETE TOV YMUATOOPOLLO TPOG TOL VOTLOL, Ot
GUVOVTNGETE TO oNUEio Tavopaukng Béag otic MulnOpeg.

H opewv evooydpa

Mia povadIKnG OHOPQLAG TEPLOYT], OOV Ot GLVOVTIGETE HIKPA
KOPLYL LE TETPOYTIOTO GTLTLOL LE ECOTEPIKEG CVAEG KOl OTUOCPOLPOL
AN emoyns. [pd otdon oto Kothmpévoe, aypotikd yopld

food dishes use extremely fresh ingredients and include items such as the
monkfish wrapped in smoked tuna “bacon” with sun-dried tomato risotto,
or the selection of dry-aged fish recently added to the menu.

The Vasilikos Peninsula

With beautiful beaches, pine trees, olive trees and swathes of vineyards,
thisis a lovely area on the island’s southeastern tip. If you're driving down
the north side of the peninsula, the first beach you’ll reach is Porto Zorro,
with impressive rock formations that form natural sea pools and with cliffs
of clay on one end for a bit of skin therapy. Back on the main road, Sit And
Share is a great cocktail bar that comes before Banana, one of the biggest
beaches on the island, and Plaka, a small sandy bay with shallow waters
that make it ideal for young children. Agios Nikolaos Beach is named
for its small chapel and is home to St. Nicholas Beach Watersports
(tel. 6937-107.652), while Porto Roma, next, is basically a small strip of
sand that’s also known for the Nikos Beach Bar Restaurant (tel. 6975-
777.544), a very nice taverna just a stone’s throw from the sea, where
Gianna welcomes and feeds you like you're family, with well-prepared
dishes from her wood-fired oven (such as goat with rosemary, and pastit-

O NEPIMATHTHZ

O Indpog MAécoag éxet 1dpUoet tnv etaipeia Fora Zakynthos (tn.
6973-227.950) Kat SIoPYAVAVEL IEPIMATNTIKEG KAl TOSNAATIKEG
Eevaynoeic. Mol evSiagpépouca n opeivr kukAikr Stadpopr 5 XA
otov Mapabid, o éva unépoyo tonio pe dypla xYAwpida, kat autd
otov [€paka, pe onpeia evdiapépovtog toug apythikolg oxnpatL-
GpoUg, ta yeppavikd nolufoleia, pe katdAnén yia pndvio oe pia
«kpUPr» napalia tng neploxng.

THE WALKING TOUR GUIDE

Spyros Plessas, the founder of Fora Zakynthos (tel. 6973-227.950),
organises walking and bicycle tours, one of which is a circular 5km-
route around Marathias through a wonderfully wild landscape.
There’s also one to Gerakas, which passes interesting rock forma-
tions and World War |l machine gun batteries before ending at a
“secret” beach for a swim.

O Zny
Kal nodnAaTikéG EEvaynoelg. / Spyr

organises walking and bicycle tours.
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O AypoTik6G ZuveTaipiopdq MNuvaikwv ol «MeNIGOIWTIOOEG>
oTo Koihiwpévo / The Melissiotisses Women’s Agricultural

TEPLTPLYVPICUEVO OO OUTELDVES, TEVKA Kot Kumapicota. Eyovv
Suombel amd Tov 6EIGUO apKeETE TETPIVA oTiTia, delypota Tng
TOPASOCIOKNG OPYLITEKTOVIKNG TOV violov. Exel Bpickovtat ot
Apmerootpates (. 26950-43.718), 10 0y pOKTNUA-EGTIATOPLO
oV Avtdovn Mapotda kot tng Mikag Zvppoviidov. Mo oappio. e
apméAa, owvomoteio, GAoya Kot ykaepi pe ta Epya g Mikag, pe
T TPanECL0L VoL ATAMVOVTOL GE EMITESOL KAT® OTd TIG LEYAAEG KAPL-
S1€G Kot va eIA0EEVODV TLATO OGS TO. VIOALAOAKLA, TO. VYH e
vtopdto Kot 6outloVKL Kot To GUKMOTAKLOL LLE VTOTO AadoTHpL. XTO
1810 yop16 Kot 0 AypoTikog Zuvetaupto o Muvaikav ot «Meloot-
MTIECES), TOL TAPAcKELALoVY eEPETIKO Tapadoctokd (okuvevd

-’H napalia Aagvn / Dafni Beach
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O Ayiog Nik6éAaog
oT1o Kolhlwpévo

/ Agios Nikolaos
Church in the village
of Kiliomeno

e ) =

sio). Next is Gerakas Beach, an important loggerhead turtle nesting site.
You can learn all about these wonderful creatures, and the Zakynthos
National Marine Park, at the visitor information centre, while on the
right-hand side of the beach you will see one of most bizarre sights on
theisland: a formation of clay rocks, reminiscent of Cappadocia, right by
the sea. Another important turtle nesting site is Dafni, on the southern
side of the peninsula, overlooking the islet of Pelouzo. On the east side of
the beach, you'll see a beach shack, surrealistically decorated with sec-
ond-hand furniture, known as Dionyses for its owner; he serves simple
meals that include Greek salad and roasted aubergine, as well as fresh
fish (by pre-order only).

The Keri Peninsula

One of the most impressive landscapes in Greece - steep cliffs, big flat
rocks, caves, islets, deep waters and small hidden coves - comprises the
island’s southwestern tip. Most of its shores can only be explored by boat
(enquire at Big Blue Motorboat Rentals, tel. 6944-751.040 at Limni Keri
harbour). The exotic uninhabited islet of Marathonisi can also be visited
by boat from Limni. It has a bunch of cool caves on one side, while its
main beach is a long strip of sand, with sun loungers and two floating
beach bars.

Atwo-kilometre drive from Limni, Marathia is a typical lonian pebble
beach with trees growing right down to the water’s edge. Take the time
to drive up the mountain to the village of Keri for refreshment at Nitzi’s
café, which is stuffed with memorabilia from the 1970s and ‘80s. Then
drive to Keri Lighthouse for one of the most magical sunsets on the



Koitwvtag and 1o onpgio navopauikng 8€ag otig MuZnbpeg
/ The view from the scenic overlook in the direction of the Mizithres islet cluster

Yo omd TOTKA GAgLPa, KaOMOG Kot TOGTEAN Kot TUPLAL.

Emdpevo yop1o o Ayrog Aéovtag, e TV Op@VLUN EKKANGIO
Tov 140V adva. Xtéon oto Avepidr g [Notag Toovkald Yo
ToGVTEG OO PETAALO, TIG OTOIEG PTLAYVEL 1] {10 GTOV OPYOAELD,
KaB®G Kot Yo payntod o€ pio oo TIg KAOAVTEPES LAYEIPIOGES TOV
vnoov, v K. Kikn Mdapyoapn oto Selene (tnA. 26950-48.610).
Topi, kpéag Kot yapia Epyovrat amd Sk ToVG PAPLO KoL TN S1KT|
ToVG Papra Kot pLoryelpevovton pe omtiko xépt. H tapépva drop-
yovadvet kabe korokaipt Kot 1o «PecTiBai yidacy, po fpadid pe
{ovtavn povoikn Kot yida Bpaoty.

Amd tov Ayro Aéovto etvor ebkoAo TPosPAcipLa LepLKE oo To.
o mpoio onueia Yo koA UTL 6T duTikn aktoypapun, To Ilépto
Pé&a kot to TIépTo Awpvidva, oynuaticpoli toov eropd pe kpu-
GTAAMVO VEPL, OGS TO PLopd TIépTo Xyile, To omoio pumopeite
va Bovpdoete povo and mhvo.

1 ovvéyeta, pe Popela katevhuven KAvTE [io. Likpn Topd-
Kopym yuo va eniokepbeite ™ Aovya kot to I'opr, 00 and ta mo
opopea Topadoctakd yopid g Zaxkdviov. To [ptetvar o ynio-
1ep0g (550 P.) KaTotknéEVOG OIKIGLLOG TOL VNG00 Kot 1) Aovya Exet
TETPOYTIOTA OTITLOL KOLL TAOKOGTPMTO GTEVA.

Enopevn otdon omv'EEm Xdpa, [ie ToOAA TPOCEIGUIKG OTi-
TL0, Ko VeTEPO 0TI Mapiég, amd 0mov EEKvael SPOLLOG TOV KOTH-
popilel mpog v mapario-Apavakt [Iopto Bpopn, and to oroio
@evyouV To TAOLGpLa Vit TO Navdyro, pio amd Ti¢ 7o S10omnHeg Kot
TOAPOTOYPUPNUEVEG TOPAMES TOL KOGHOV, TPOGPAGIUN LOVO
1 Baddoong. A&oroyo a&loféato oty meployn N Movi Ogo-

island, or take the dirt road south to a vantage point that will give you a
view of the Mizithres islet cluster.

The hilly hinterland

Zakynthos’ hinterland is quite lovely, with lots of small villages with pretty
stone houses, colourful gardens and an air of nostalgia. Our first stop, Kil-
iomeno, is a farming village surrounded by vineyards, pines and cypress
trees, where several houses that survived the earthquake stand as tes-
tament to the island’s vernacular architecture. It is also home to Ampe-
lostrates (tel. 26950-43.718), a farm with a restaurant run by Antonis
Maroudas and Mika Symvoulidou. It has a vineyard, a winery and horse
stables, as well as a gallery showcasing Mika’s artwork, while the dining
area is a terraced space bheneath the shade of huge walnut trees. The
menu is classic Greek, with items like stuffed vine leaves, eggs poached
in atomato sauce, spicy soutzoukakia meathalls and chicken giblets with
local ladotyri cheese. In the same village, the Melissiotisses Women’s Agri-
cultural Cooperative produces and sells excellent traditional bread made
with local flour, sesame-and-honey bars and cheeses.

Agios Leontas, with a 14th-century church of the same name, is next,
for some shopping at Anemidi, where Giota Tsoukala makes bags on her
loom from scraps of fabric, and a bite to eat at Selene (tel. 26950-48.610)
from one of the best cooks on the island, Kiki Margari. She uses cheese
and meat from the family farm and fish from their fishing boat - and a lot
of TLC. Every summer, the taverna hosts a goat-themed festival with live
music and goat stew.

Some of the nicest bathing spots on the western shore are located a
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Avepidf oTOVapYaNero The / Giota Tsoukaldh

owner of the shop Anemidi, at hezr loom

o-—Kovle
v Lllovpyilye

TO MEPIOAIKO

To «Kévte Xnoupyitng» tou Avtadvn Nikohou-
Sdkn eivat éva véo tpiunviaio neplodikd pe
BZpata yia tov nohtiopsd, tnv téxvn kat to
nepBdaldov. Aptia ctnuévo, pe uPnii aioBn-
kr, @ho&evel Sokipia, dpBpa kat cuvevted-
€16, KPLTIKEG, MAPOUGLAGELG, KOMIK, Stnyn-
pata, Topata, pWIoyPAPIES, ICTOPIEG KAl
avanolfoelg pe apetnpia tn Zdkuvlo.

THE MAGAZINE

Konte Spourgitis (“Count Sparrow”) is a new
quarterly magazine in Greek published by An-
tonis Nikoloudakis, with stories about the arts
and the environment. Beautifully designed
and produced, it includes essays, articles,
interviews, reviews, cartoons, short stories,
poems, photographs and reminiscences,
mainly related to Zakynthos.



H Mavayi
/ The Church of Panagia
the neighbourhood of Bochali

10K0V AvagpoviiTprag (1500 aidva), ToOAD SNHOVTIKO LOVAGTIPL
TOV VNG00 UE EKTANKTIKES TOLYOYPOPIEG KOl EXPANTIKO TOPYO,
onwg kat 1 Moviy Ayiov I'ewpyiov Kpnuvav (1535). Ao exei
GUVTOUOG OpO0g 0dNYel oTo onpeio B£ag Tov Navayiov — tepma-
ote 61N 0e&18 TAELPA KOTA UNKOG TOV YKPELOV, Y10l TTLO TOLVO-
papikn 0éa. "'Yotepa, Kot Tpog o SUTIKA, GUVOVTIALE TOV OIKIGUO
Bolipsg, Tov peyolvtepo Tov violoh —o omoiog amotedeitat and
T xopld Ave, Kato kot Méom Bohipes— pe modd evolopépovoa
OPYLTEKTOVIKT], AVEUOVAOVG KoL TOAAES wpaies EKKANGIES (OGO
Aytog Emupidmvog otic Katm BoAipes pe ) xopaKTnploTikn WrAe
TPOGOYT)). TN GUVEXELD, O OPOLLOG 0O YEL GTO AVUTOALKA. Y10, TO
AMpévitov Ayiov NikoAdov, odré a&llet va KAveTe po mopakoym
v va emokepbeite Tic OpOoviEg, SLLopQo YOPLo, apEieaTpLKcd
YTIOHEVO GTNV TAELPA TOV Opovs Bpaydva. Tlepratiote ota ovn-
(POPIKA GTEVAKLOL TOV KOl KAVTE 6TAoT 6T0 Botega Café Museum
(TA. 6972-357.638), Kapé-£0TINTOPIO e LKPO LOVGEIO-EANLOTPL-
Beio. Avo yiopeTpo amd Tov 0IKIopd PpiokeTat Kot To 16Topkd
Movaostipt i ZanidTticcsag (160 amvog).

Ta Boperoavatorikd wapair
Koppud onpeio g Popetoavotorikng Thevpds g Zaxvvoou
£ivol 0 ToPOALOKOS OIKIGUAG Kot Apdvi Tov Ayiov NikoAdov. Amd

Movn ©goT6kou
AvaopwvnTtpiag (150u aiwva)

/ The 15th-century Monastery
of Theotokou Anafonitrias

O1 eviunwolakég MAadieg ZnnAi€g oTo ZXOIVAPI
/ The impressive Blue Sea Caves at Skinari

short drive from Agios Leontas; these include the fjord-like Porto Roxa
and Porto Limnionas, while Porto Schiza is also a lovely spot, but can
only be admired from above.

As you continue north on the main road, make a small detour to
Loucha and Gyri, two of Zakynthos’ prettiest traditional villages. At an
elevation of 550 metres, Gyri is the highest inhabited settlement on the
island, while Loucha is renowned for its cobbled streets and picturesque
houses. Our next stops are at Exo Hora, which has many pre-earthquake
houses, and Maries, for the turn-off down to the beach and harbour of
Porto Vromi, which is where you can catch a boat to Navagio, one of the
most stunning and most-photographed beaches in the world, accessible
only by sea. There are two important monasteries in the area that are
worth visiting: Theotokou Anafonitrias (15th century), with amazing
wall paintings and an imposing tower, and Agiou Georgiou Krimnon,
which dates to 1535. There’s a small road there that leads to the cliff above
Navagio - walk to the right along the cliff (staying clear of the edge) for
an amazing view.

Head west to the village of Volimes, made up of the hamlets of Ano
(Upper), Meso (Middle) and Kato (Lower) Volimes, for the next leg of our
journey. This is the biggest village in Zakynthos’ mountains and has some
architecturally interesting structures, including windmills and several
very nice churches (like Agios Spyridonas in the lower village, with its
characteristic blue facade). The road then veers east to the harbour of
Agios Nikolaos, though it is worth turning off for a brief visit to Orthonies,
a delightful village built amphitheatrically on one of the slopes of Mount
Vrachionas. Have a walk around and stop for a refreshment or a meal at
the Botega café-museum (tel. 6972-357.638), whose highlight is a small
olive press. A two-kilometre drive from the village will bring you to the
historic 16th-century Monastery of Spiliotissa.

The northeastern coast

The seaside village and harbour of Agios Nikelaos is an important cross-
roads and hub in northeastern Zakynthos and the place where you can
get a boat to Navagio and the sea caves of Skinari. It’s also home to one of
the best restaurants on the island, Nobelos Seaside Lodge (tel. 26950-
31.400), an eatery that spills across different terraced levels in a dreamy
seaside pine forest. There’s a hotel, too, and a beach club with sun loung-
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€30 PevyovV Kapofakia yio to. 0ahdooio oTniaie 6To Xyovapt
kot to Noavdylo. Edm Bpioketat kot £va omd to KaADTEPQ EGTIOTO-
pto. Tov vnolov, to Nobelos Seaside Lodge (tnA. 26950-31.400),
£V0L OVELPIKO GKNVIKO TTOL OVOTTUGGETAL GE EMMENN LEGO OE EVOLV
TEVKMOVO, KoL TEPLapPaver Eevava, €6TIOTOPLO KoL EATADGTPEG
otV mapaiio. To eotiatoplo cepPipel pia Baiacoivig Paong,
GoPLoTIKE KOou(iva pe mdto OT®g To, KOKKIVIOTA Yafopa Kot 1
YADGGO LTOVPIETO. TNV TEPLOYT CLVAVTALE Kot V0 and Ta 1o
evilpépovTa Kapé-pmap tov vnowov: to Regatta Yacht Club
(. 6974-141.722) tnc Regard Gebru, éva puikpo ktiopa pe 6o
Odlacoa Kot 0N pe KavoamEdes, Yadva kaAdoio yio mTIoTIKG
Ko EKAEKTIKN HOVGIKY], Kot Afyo mo pokpid to Mahogani art
café (mA. 6977-039.383) ue ecwtepikn ooha L Epyo TEXVNG, POP
exotic dtakdopunon kot Bepavta pe 6¢o. Katmeopilovrag mpog
votia, akorovBel n katarAnktiky mopaiio Makpog Maidg pe
Yo POToaro Kot fabid KpLGTAAALVO VEPA KoL VGTEPQ TO EVYKLA,
pio eEOTIKN Topaiol pe Evay KaTakopueo Bpdyo otn de&1d Thevpd
va Bopilet tomio and votoavatoikn Acia. Ta vepd g £xovv
VYN TEPLEKTIKOTNTO GE OGP KOL YL 0VTO BEMPOVVTOL LOLOTIKA.
Avalntote 1 yAu. vototepa v mopaiio Mehaydx, Evav pikpd
KOATO pe amiBova vepd.

Ovpappeg

Ao Té avofabicévog 0 aypoTouPLGTIKOS XAPTNG TOV VIGLOV),
He TOAD eVOLOQEPOVTA GYETIKA projects. [ToAd a&idroyn tpocmd-
Oe1o Therianos Family Farm (6979-113.366) otnv KoAlbéa,
20 oTpéppoTa Le OUTEALD, EMEC, OTO®POPOPA Kot LTOGTAVL. Ta
adépeia Oeprovov Khvouvv ot 18101 Tig Eevaynoets, evd axorovbei
yvevoryvoacia. [Topdyovv eniong kaAlvviikd pe Baomn 1o vyniodv
TOAVQUVOLDV ehatdoLadd Tovg. [ToAd cofapn 1 SoVAELS TOV
Atovion Aoyobétn ot Logothetis Organic Farm (. 26950-
35.106) otnv meproyn Tov Bacihkov. Emckéyipo mopadosiakod
Tomov (pe purdmetpeg) eharotpifeio. Mapdyet e&opeticd ehond-
A0d0, KPAGLH NG 0VOTOINoTG 0o TOTIKEG TOKIATES (ZK1050-
movro, Kovtoovumé k.4.) kat Stobétel Evav kaiaicOnto yodpo
Y10l YELGLYVOGTo EAatoAGO0V, paffpoto payeipiknig pe amibovn
0éa oto [ovio. Detiviy apiEnn Leeda’s Farm (tnA. 6979-806.798),
1N eappa g owkoyévelog lNotpd ota ABdxia. ‘Eva poavtaotikd
TePPOAL LE OMOPOKNTEVTIKA, GVKIES, AYAAIIEG, ECTEPIOOELON
Kot pio voderypatikd kohaicOnt edpua pe (oo (omd move Kot
Katoikio péyprmaydvia kot ynveg). [pocspépovtan Eevaynoelg ko
LB HOTO LOYELPTIKNG, TOV KOTOANYOLV G€ delmvo og £va Tpaméll
HEGOL GTOV EACLDVOL.
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ers. The restaurant serves sophisticated seafood dishes such as clams in
atomato sauce, or the fillet of sole bourdeto stew. You may want to hang
around, as the area also hoasts two of the island’s most interesting café/
bars. Run by Regard Gebru, the Regatta Yacht Club (tel. 6974-141.722) is a
small space overlooking the water, with a courtyard, comfortable couches,
straw hats serving as lampshades and eclectic music, while Mahogani (tel.
6977-039.383) - a little further away - is an art café with a small gallery
space, pop exotic decor and a veranda with a view.

Heading south, you’ll come to the amazing beach of Makrys Gialos,
with fine pebbles and deep, crystalline waters, and then Xygia, an exotic
beach with a steep rock on the right reminiscent of southeast Asia. Its
waters, with their high sulphur content, are considered restorative. About
1km further south, Pelagaki is a tiny cove with amazing waters.

The farms
Zakynthos’ agritourism scene has been significantly enriched by a number
of interesting endeavours. One of them is the Therianos Family Farm
(tel. 6979-113.366) in Kallithea, a 2-hectare expanse growing wine grapes,
olives, fruit and vegetables. The Therianos brothers do all the tours them-
selves and then offer tastings; they also produce cosmetics based on their
polyphenol-rich olive oil. Dionysis Logothetis is doing impressive work
at his Logothetis Organic Farm (tel. 26950-35.106) in the Vassilikos
area. The facility includes a winery, an old-fashioned olive press (with
millstones) that’s open to the public, and a lovely tasting venue that also
hosts cookery lessons - and has amazing views. The farm produces excel-
lent olive oil and natural wines from local varieties such as Skiadopoulo
and Koutsoupeli.

A new arrival this year, Leeda’s Farm (tel. 6979-806.798) is another
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H &evaynon innaciag Tou Laganas Horse Riding Center (tnA.
6977-875.792) kataAnyel otnv napalia Bpovrévepo, 6nou
dAoya pe Toug avaBareg pnaivouv otn 6aGAacoa. / Horse

5.792) end at Vrontonero Beach, where horses
iders alike can cool off in the sea.
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Ta Tomka Tpoiovta

To tpia Bacikd vromio Tuptd givor To AadoTtOpt, £VO TIKAVTIKO
aryompofeto Tupi mov wppdaletl péoa e LakuvOvo elotdrado,
70 TUPl «TNG TAPAOCH, TOL WPLRALEL EKTOC Aad10V, Ko 1 Tpévtla,
ppéoko Tupi pe Kpepmon ven. To peyoddtepo Tupokopeio Tov
vnoov givar 1 F'ohaktokopkt] ZakvvOov (tni. 26950-48.600)
£Em amd tov Aylo Aéovta, TOL TopayEL EEUPETIKE TOPUSOGLUKA
Tupld and vtomio TpoPeto kat aryompdPeto yara nuépag. Eivar
EMOKEYLLO KOL TPOGPEPEL YEVOTIKEG SOKLUES TOV TPOIOVIMV TOV
o€ [ Pepavto avAaESo 6T TEVKO, eV e&atpeticd lvar Kot To
Tup1d Tov Atovven Kateapov, mov diatnpel to (Un ETGKEYIO)
tupokopeio Aypoktnuo g Kopivag otovg Apmehoknmovc. [ToAv
GNULOVTIKO TOTIKO TPOoioVv eivat ko n povpn KopvOuokn ctagida,
OV ATOTEAEGE TOV «LOOPO YPVGO» Y10l TIV TOTIKT) OLKOVOLLIL V1oL
v oo 400 ypovia. Topa Tapdyetot akdpa, OAAE G€ PIKPOTE-
peC TOGOTNTES. AVvOlNTNOTE OTO TOTIKA LAPKET T GTAPIS0 TOV
AypoTikoh Zuvetapiopod Zoakvvoo.

Apketd avepyopevog etvar kot o LokcuvOvog apmeldvag, Le To
TOTKA OWVOTIOLELDL VOL ETIKEVTPMVOVTOL GTIG VTOTLEG TOtKIAlES. E&ou-
peTIKN M d0VAEWD TOV (KN emokéyiov) owvonoteiov Kefallinos
GTO XKOVANKAS0, GE £V VTEPOYO OLKOYEVELKO KT LLE OLOVO-
Preg eMég, Kepaoiéc, AepoviEg Kot mevka. Kailiepyovv Poumoia,
Avyovotidrn, [ovetoridt kot gpTidyvouv crovdaio eKQPAGTUKE
KPOGLYL TTOV EKTPOGOTOVV AOAVTA TO terroir Tov viotov. Atnbétet
KO U100 GEPA LE ETIKETES NG, PLOIKNG ovomoinong. Emoké-
ypo givar to Ktipe Tpapye (Aayorddo, thi. 26950-92.286),
0 omoio emiong Kalhepyel kot 0lvomolEl ATOKAEIGTIKA TOTKES
TOWKIMEG, EVD QTIAYvEL Kot Bepvtéa, éva mapadootard Aevid
TOAVTOIKIAMOKO KPOoi, 1oV Tapdyeton 6T Zakvuvho amd Ty emoyn
g Evetokparioc. ®etivi mpocdnkn éva fine dining eotiotopio e
e ToV ZTa0po Yeavtidn. Movadikn n Tepint®on Tov ToAv i yo-
vov I'évvn TMotpd-I'kovpa (Goumas Estate, t. 6946-069.844),
OV 160pPOoTEl HETAED TV 6VO WIOTHTOV TOV: TOV AYLOYPAPOV
Kot Tov 0wvonotov. KaAepyel amokheloTikd Tig TOmKéS TOKIAleS
Bootiridt kot Avyovotidt. To emtokéyipo KTpo tepthopfdvet
avooTnAopéva Ktipta Tov 1900 aidva, VTOSKAPO KEAAPL, EVav
KoAoioONTO YOPO YELGIYVOGTOG-TOANTAPLO (6TO 01010 EKTOG TMV
olvev TOAoVVTOL Kot GAAN TPOTOVTA TAPAYMYNG TOVG, OTWS EAOL-
0Lad0, 6UKO Ppacpévo e AvyouoTidrn, HapueAGOES Kot YAVKA
He PPOovTa TOL KTAKOTOG). [IpmTomTdpog TG PLGIKNG 01VoToiNoNg
610 vnoi 0 Kdetag Mmotdvng, mov ¢tidyvel 6movdaic Kpaoid
EMIONG OO TOTIKEG TOIKIMEG, LLE OLyT TOV SOPOTOG TOV THANLM-
pévo Avyovotidrn.

a: ec'n'a'r,op'fq ApngNOOTPATEG
g mpelostrates
- b =

family-run business, in Lithakia. The Giatras family have a wonderful
orchard where they grow figs, pears and citrus fruits; a large vegetable
patch; and a lovely area where they keep ponies, goats, peacocks and
geese. They offer tours, and cooking classes that culminate in meals on a
tahle set among the olive trees.

Local products

There are three main local cheeses here: ladotyri, a tangy hard cheese
made with goat’s and sheep’s milk and aged in Zakynthian olive oil; tavla,
made the same way but aged without olive oil; and prentza, a creamy
fresh cheese. Located on the outskirts of Agios Leontas, Galaktokomiki
Zakynthou (Zakynthos Dairy; tel. 26950-48.600) is the biggest company
of its kind on the island, producing excellent traditional cheeses from
local sheep’s milk and goat’s milk. It organizes tours of its facilities and
tastings on a veranda under the pine trees. Dionysis Katsaros also makes
excellent cheese at Agroktima Korinas (not open to visitors) in Ambelokipi.

Another very important local product is the black Corinthian currant,
as valuable to the local economy as gold for more than four centuries. It's
still produced locally, although in smaller volumes, and can be found at
local markets and grocery stores, like that run by the Zakynthos Agricul-
tural Cooperative.

Zakynthian wine has also been making inroads of late, with wineries
working more diligently with local grape varieties. Among the best of
these are Kefallinos (not open to visitors), a gorgeous, family-run farm
with old olive trees, cherry trees, lemon trees and pines in Skoulikado.
They grow Rombola, Avgoustiati and Goustolidi, and make great, expres-
sive wines that speak volumes about the island’s terroir. They also have
arange of naturals.

The Grampsas Winery (Lagopodo, tel. 26950-92.286) is open to vis-
itors. It cultivates only local grape varieties and also produces Verdea,
a blended wine made here since Venetian times. This year, it added a
fine-dining restaurant run by chef Stavros Yfantidis. Giannis Giatras Gou-
mas is the multitalented man and driving force behind Goumas Estate
(tel. 6946-069.844), where he practises his two crafts: winemaking and
icon painting. He only grows native Vostylidi and Avgoustiati grapes, and
conducts tours that include visits to several restored 19th-century build-
ings on the estate and to the cellar, dug into the rock, which serves as an
elegant tasting room and a shop where, apart from wine, you can also
purchase olive oil, figs boiled in Avgoustiati wine, marmalades and pre-
serves, all made here with homegrown fruit. Last but not least, Kostas
Botonis, a pioneer in naturals, makes some marvellous wines with local
grapes. His aged Avgoustiatis is his flagship wine.
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